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15-18. Wa;rning against idolatry. The passage warns

the nations through whom you passed. 6 And
 idols — of wood and stone, of silver and
' a man or woman, or a fam

our God, to go and serve the gods 6f those nations; perhaps there is am
flourishing with gall and wormwood. ® And it will be that when he hears the words of this

"

forefathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, '3 Not with You alone do | seal this covenant
and this imprecation, 14 but with whoever is here, standing with us today before HASHEM, our
God, and with whoever is not here with us today.

1® For you know how we dwelled in the land of Egypt and how we passed through the midst of
You saw their abominations and their detestable
gold that were with them('}Perhaps there is among you
ily or tribe, whose heart turns away today from being with HASHEM,

ong yo& a root

against an astounding and sobering aspect of human behav-
for. Having lived in Egypt and soon to live in Canaan, Israel
would know first hand of the abominable and vain nature of
. idolatry — yet people might still be tempted to experiment
with the “philosophies” and life-styles of its followers] So it
still is, People know right from wrong, yet they devise ratio-
nalizations to legitimate the enjoyment of evil and immoral-
ity.
16. imy Wy 35 q93 — OFf silver and gold that were with
them. The Torah differentiates subtly between idols made of
cheap materials, such as wood and stone, and those made of
precious metals: Those of silver and gold are with them, i.e.,
hidden away under the custody of their owners, lest they be
stolen (Rashi). How ludicrous that all-powerful idols cannot
defend themselves against common thieves!

imprecation, he will bless himself in his heart, saying, “Peace will be with me, though | walk as

my heart sees fit” — thereby adding the watered upon the thirsty.
19 HAsHEM will not be willing to forgive him, for then HASHEM’s anger and jealousy will smoke
against that man, and the entire imprecation written in this Book will come down upon him, and
HasHeM will erase his name from under heaven. 20 HASHEM will set him aside for evil from among
all the tribes of Israel, like all the imprecations of the covenant that is written in this Book of the
Torah.

- hevaih ;\,\ ek

hat does the phrase a root flourishing with gall and

wormwood mean? If the person is wicked and a blasphemer,
he could not possibly bless_himself in_his_heart, saying,

with me,” for he clearly is among those who are cursed. It.
Iy that he denies the truth of the curses entirely, for all he

me,” which implies that he agrees that other

,.but not him.

js also unli
Says is “Peace will be with
.wicked people will be cursed

) —" ¢ ) i
o S ,;r_»\;,;\;;\ Pladaos

We will strive to achieve a better understanding of this
notion.  Let us refer to the thought-provoking and even
disturbing commentary-of the Ramban on this passuk:
“Perhaps there is among you a root growing hemlock and
wormwood.” He asserts that even the slightest thought of
heresy in a person can constitute a bitter root that can actually
Sprout in one of his future descendants, G-d help us! Here is
what he writes:

“He said, ‘Perhaps there is among you . .. whose
heart has turned away this day” referring to him who
has already been beguiled by avodah-zarah and who
secretly believes in them this day. “Or perhaps there is
among you a root” that will blossom and grow and in
the coming days will bring forth poisonous buds and
fgrow bitter fruit . . . For, the father is the “root” and the)
(‘son is the (Yeshayah 11, 1) “twig that will grow forth from )
his roots.” He mentioned the “root” to indicate that he
can bring the coming generations into this oath, for the
root from which they will grow is before him this day; it
comes within this covenant and oath. He says “a root that
X (produces hemlock” to suggest that from a sweet root no
“¢bitter fruit will emerge. And all those whose hearts are
whole with the Glorious Hashem and gave no thoughts to
idols, will not give birth to progeny that avow it. _

“PemEew—A root flotirishing . .. Curiosity is like a
=zt that grows and grows, It begins with a desire to learn
#zout the abominations of Canaan, but the root will flourish

#a2 produce heresies that are as bitter and harmful as gall
#2 wormwood.

279

(a121) No9a }UVJ

NN M QUMD YV amnn NN PYNS , 0NN NOW AN .NIVTN
NIMYN DTNN S¥ TPNPAND NN

* K K
TN DY TIYD W 1V .1mamn Yv sy n Mo N3 POIN NN NN e
DY ARN PYTY MPTSY nnan

VIRD NIV SY INNNN DN DY NY JASY NPV 95 DTN —
SRR NY TV DAN ,AUNY P18 DN D) 2102391 DIDNN N NONF

YOY YN NI ,nnn "MPINY D5 AN 0PI NI W DN )
YN 23 119p0 Py 5 b PN PITY AN NN TS DIPN , 5N

g e lanik

02PN NPYY #N¥1273 MWD PDYANIMN 3 NN ANNN Rl
MNP XY 9N ,DINYY XY AN Awen KO YTUNY DD wmwr Yo
JON DNNY YW nvnne

NP2 NN0N PN WP 9 nPYY .Y qavnb oy NYYN NN — A~
MNTY N2 W DAY MmN OSY IWUN DTN NN M DD YN
SUNIY NN WD N0 .

AIPNTH NN INON L, NN XY PInn wwnr 0 YR Y7IAPINIYY
NI OGN W9 NY pvieny N IN_,1230)9 NI .NPWT rpinnry

2N 90 Mmwny

D2V DN PTY DI 1PN PYTY M

20N YPNYA "UNP? PR D99 NY %D W 12 PN PMTY M

AW 90 WIaWD NN M1 nyw miNa INW D0D wpannw nn 4
DM’ 95 DX 7PABNY” DNy Y9 ASNNY

137 YN 000 N NI 1 13 W YW Ny pmn” w9009 #
o




Nov 279 DY) 1993 g T

wIND (32,0 D27) MY YRI NMID WY DO v 197 1oan DY
N9 QN NON ,TINY DY PO ND 9000 1N WIN NI .DINY WIYDH Y2070

(INY YAy

MY DNAM YWY IAND 2D —

/DN NPYWN_MOND NY2N DTIND YW PUYn NG DY : NOND
( NIDD Y PYyn MPND NYIN DWYHN MPN PPT 72,3010 DX 107 }
azn

P3N MO0 DY) ,OMNINM OMIVNN DTN 22 WYNY DY I
PN NIDN DY IMPYIN 120 DY) NN 07N PYIa 12 NNEON

TIPN 1NN Y2 IR NODTON IN TENNDVON NN NoNon DYd —
IMNT P3N0 ,NONN

NI 2N 0D NN TN NYINN MYRYR_ XD 2T IS NIN — }jé
MPIY T PINTON TV 70 1Sy NN NI YNy NN TND OIND
PAPNM NINNN INPYINT NN

nnpo vbv 1bw IMPYON 1PIA2) INPNHSYA PPOWr NIWD 100 —
LDNUNY INSNY DY DPUYNI RVANY INY ININN NN, NavNna

DN M2 AN YN PNV M

DN D) ,D20N DOWyNY DOININNY O DMLI DX D) :INDND

3NN DINA2 PNLA Y PN PITY ,DONPYIN HY 2IVN P22 DN DMLV

NNYY SAYAY 3TN DIYY ,UNT NN9 NIN WNYN DN 0¥, DDNNNY DY
T N2 N30 MY D) DOVINA

WY N9 YW DI ¥ 39 ,NIDN 1IN . T9Y DIRINN 0N DX — 2,
NN NYA NS W INWN 2D MINT IO NPN IPHYD .My
.ODNVPYINA

 x * e

Y ,IPINNN ,NNNN DY NTNNN YHoa 1130 Y93 XN 0t 99 N
ONIYY HY DMNN DNV PN

YN 5991 59N 992 YD DY 117ON NI DN 712737 1100 XD 19V —
(T ,02) "DPN VIY N9 PPN IWN DRI DD T 10Y 119 WY IWN! NI

NY N 9D DN ,D1N NHY N9 NN YN DY N2 NI 197N KN —
...DOD1D DY 7DNINNIN Y DNPINKD TP

IUR LAY IN TNOYN IN YN IN WX DI ¥ 19 : PN 1111 NV
APINRM ...DPNN OPON TAYY NIOY PPOX N DYH DPN NN 1Y
LDMNIN MNTN DD DY NON ,DONNY DY NNT P11 NPN ,0500W DY NHVINH

VR MY N, DRI INTI NI NIWI 000V WINY Dwn
YD

L1292 IYOIN ,D998N DN

LDMINN NYNT DY NN MNINND ,NDYND Y1’ NN, INT NYIN DaN

.D9N3 DY N0 AN 7T

ND ODIN DINNY NN DN D) NINN D IND DIPIN_LD0MN YD 0N ¢
127N 199 ,(10T 1Y ODIN YT ) PINN NT HNN HaAN 7370 7199 O
1Y) UNT

2791 DY)

Hava

JNPON PPN VBN N YT NN SYann ,Nporira 1pon own

DI NN _PND ,NNONY _PPIN YD DY 75 9270 Vanwa Yon N
M1y

YT NN 9270 NV DI NPPOI NNYP DN N

VT IMNN 1OV .0MPRD YIRN SWIN YD DIN 0P WX MY 12T
ANNNYT IMPOVINN ,NNN DTINN SV N PHan

~ INPOYININ OY IND DN 1INPPVYI OY YONY N
N

YTV HY DY BY NNaLY NN nNa

YT DMIIND 22T YINYI D) NPPVY NP —

779 NI NG

120°7 "NN L,OTN 12 NN

PIINND NTNY DY , 01N Y PN 13357 Py 1N ,NINOD

0w Y72 Y] Py WNY 179 v —

TN DY NNV, N0 NN NN 91 #YNYP 2T AWM TN
HIINND

O DN —

JPINNN NPYOIN N
VONYNY ,1WNY ,MNIY NN PINND MO DI 19 v DX O) 9 Sy o

r 7
VY N0 T ,0PN JY "NnNg 123577 10 %9 Yy GN ,weIn MIDAR 99 by

SPINRD WY ONIYNNA

DPMNONDN 5N T MNONN N0 NN NN 119w o ¢
SING 122071 DY PIYTA T0 ,NVIPA 712,291 YW 1LY DY

APHN WD YN NN 351 DY 1290 N9 1325w Dwn

72 PRV DT VI AW Y0 0PNy MY v
SNV PN NV NI NP

WRD N IININI L, NN9 IPNY 29 ,7N9” 29 P12 1D (f,

VI NN MW —

Y2 WNI N9 W 803 v 9

OTN 12 9N

NN NPND_TONIW 9DON_NNAN 1 039107 0_YY_ D737 IND
mD

TPNINISH AW, TNM0IN NN TPV AINSIN NVD 97NN, T DY P

.IN9N T390 NN

NY L, NINND NI HY PRPLIV 1T DN 1IVN YN 1YY MY Y @
OVNY NI DNNY L IIND P

DMWY MAION 92 L,IN IN LTIV NN IV LJANY NN NOW .NATTIN K
M2 9P TINSNS DY 0YMN0Mm

20001 DMANNYA ,PA YDA ,50531 )9 T INT DTN 13 axn 1NN

<

ANNRD TR 5w roasrn &

0PN N9 NHY NN IWN DY 11713 DONND TN ,NNDND

.D%27 NN NN ,MIARD DY NNINN NNHNX DY 1AV DN

.

WD NN NN >
SIND TND QOND

AWD MNN AR 1D WD IR ,NTION APINND AN MDY by D)
NN Y 1Y D20 M2 HY YN DIVY



i ‘l"\( ,

A3 9 Yy b i 2mnnn MR e NI waTan nama iuwan)
KITw 727 KON KA K91 Y0 p e i ORIRw nenw
AKX YW Taaw 3 oepnim Kunm e vawn® Ra Swon enn apen

79" DIKYW S 1 WWN O 30 7PN DY M YR DK phnw aves

/1Y% NRET PIRT DR T WEY Awan Wwpa 1971 ,0ONK e iy
JTV Ay

N3 Y S 1A 1ady DR P 097 (e X) 120 nopa KK 1Y
M7 XD MyEw vipYa v YN 1 PRY Dpnea onbm arapn o
(o*pnn M Hwnat "swn i mMun nwmbn uiaR

w31 St 2 1m DY VAN ST AW WA a7 MK paw Kk BN

oW mapnYt RYY 1ART oM PhanY Tptwn BaY S 10 Y 1IKe

J9 KD DAY MK WwaN fwn orroww e mayyh 1Kt oy man any

M ooed oy Db M HBv YBU DK P PWIT DR WY KOK

NMYAs REIMN W) JD2IRYD D MK DIYYY AN (10,09 "amn) “DaakYD
(10 A% Dw *waa K2 nvn

YD M IR RYW o0 A i Sw o nk S oeabyn o S

TERAW KT STWA DMSWR DYem oaT Myyh wernb om oen ~/,
Brng

R Wih Yw s W9¥K I YaR SEn e ewn phi e py nnpb
WA DT Y 1avyS wanb o KOK hvan 19 W mea phnoit K2 KM

PRYRY 19911977 0 Sy wab Jar nrhan raa ab e ahay u imoa
1pBNbIT K9 O PT1avh NN YR DK 0w wan nwon wpab wxa  *
JTV MAva N a9 IO v ROR ORI paRa onb ww ndmm 25

A R

LY DNERY DAY D213 DK1Y DNPAYY IR 1PN KPTIAYON RION A

1)
\

13 ,IMPTN TMAN NPT 233 158 RAOAW ,I0 920NN 0NN TN

19

b33 I a3 %
DY) ¢ NOR3 T13Y5 &y ' N .

WY DAY D727 MY RIN MY OXY AMS WY Yv Mo
R IRPY TY 0T APYY DINYaYY RIR ,TRND MNNN MRXIN mnnanny
D7 VMY MR YWY MNNND MRIIND

A0 O DR YRIW DY T2 73 10 Yoaw H"Na 2D

oy T ﬁv XY YDANY MY PRY amvr mmr qso1) R7IINIIN

D D2 YRIY 1IPN P PR MY MRD 1 7Y )0 T NR HRIY?
r-r.wu noMm WIND nmt PPNY YNWHY YN NN ROHR N Hoa 1Y

i A0 D7 AR DRNY 2YY Nt RN ,o0an nn)

12 5%mbw XN RIYD 13 0T RINY (s primo) Y%na 25 19
JIMYIIN 12 9INY RN TOMNN

PYINN SRMDY DY NNR NNVI PN Y MY Y'Y RN MR
J3 mt S® RONN IMRY X0 HYIN NN IR D3 RYR ,HRIW N2
e 12 SRIMOHYA 3P ,IIPIDN J2 NIRYN YNWA 10 NN R170
N0 13 BT 7Y Y

; 1 ¥
s -
NG W Koy b A - ‘ID x|
™ ' JONO T e Y6y 3 v
wavs b1 Y7 WM KAp1 KT V1A ]2 B LT ATy Ty WK nysw

s LRI XD 12,0 whnw N Mnant owh ox

Apyh by qwr RD N3 T XYM eK pios 1Y pam) nbwm nwasa D

YNYN ,Wnn 333 132 1 jata ARNYD NN R 1793 ,ANN WITN 21

RRY ow 5V DK ,apyt Na K91 KD N3 W) WIE YINT NNaa Mk’
TP NRIpY NIKD KM MK ANWT NAKYT KT QKW MRS na nxapy

JIORIN N3DD N0 T Db

‘7w NN MW AN DTN OaT WBray had mmaxs Swan wn

W PIMNNYY NYTY 1YYy A0 DN2Y maY paynn oIR 1299

YR MaTe o owY a9 1 ax1 apy mhya oy o nmn nxb
TnynY maw owY KON FINND [N XYW 7ap f15Y WIAK TR (a0 )
#omw owb KYR mnnn i Xbwr wman peba pry wn oy oivaw

713 DR R ,10 P TWnnn 0 VNVR DR ,07NY %Y 1371 nyawn

DTV X MM WW 72 YN T XOW KK OMw Duh mmanw g1 Xo
, Y OWY AT METT D ANRYT AR Loaw Bwo o1 Y KD manx

ANy neav anannd %%y R Dagn DNa 1Y 1) VNN ,0Na VNN

nw A YN nwp IR ,-m& Sw NNy ipd 18K Y PR o

Y5 YRR N5 Ann NN

JVIRWNT
\-—-———-———-

';? N neasb mawen < myawen 9w Y

XIM2T TV RO RAMK 19 ks ) WA 1T DTpAA WA Ik
E FIRY? INXTPY FIKY KYN 1D @K N ANE WEK XY 19 K7 KK
;NOWIPA TRY ORGW MR o4y NRY Na T xym e i nowpn

N2°0N RN W PNW R¥DI MHRA 091 .
NNX N2WPAW DYDY DR UKW nnd
MW 19IX3 DHTNWAN 0vTINA W oD
INRM NTEYM AN mbyna mbynnb
CHo3 TIRD MODEM 2anpn YR nwws
my»m o°5wona Spna wn 1N 1o
o102 NHy I3 wmd oazn man
7Y xnd apnwnw “Han 5p nva nbwn
57300 9wp NX Taonw nvba hao 9o
/DTOW o nKn 0H DIN1 .onPaw
\‘:w ontyINWN PN KPIT AN ‘J“r:n"n\

&,gﬁ_ TWRIN_ TMN3NWD 19K b n-wm:m\
nx nnb 1Mo 523 HInwnw omwb KRRy
/‘:um JTEn NnY 1 XINW aman ponn
n»nn Ty InR MM N2 N3 XN P
T TWR DIPT 51T NN pewa onmnsY,
notw 137 WNan Sw My o oeno d
N3t XY Iwn Tnan w1 eEbnn kg
b’nn'b oy Huin p Hp1 0t max b

JP3Y mnda parnns1 winp Yon nx

W Nt MN3Y DR N0 KD 20D DIKI
nn S DR Y ITEN NINW RN N3Y

(.qmm own n'wm omnw nw'7 anw Pl LYY MIRY wyn R m‘n:l
bax ,owaw TrvAb [nan Mow abap Dnw owh nonw maya P nm)
FWYRW Yavi PpIra1 YN IRY YR THWYW MK DK mwn e

MWYRR OX WX PRI LEMYY 10N 1w WhNT NIK 00D YUY WKW o~
/733 T APV MKW NIRRT YAk now Zape myan Ly o ,mvnY awms
AW DA

P51 % mbo a1 make kb Y990 Kt AXw Iy WY e wwi n K
WY (D mpn 7on ,myvn vy 1eK TIK XK KeIn WK arew
AN DA DD KW DINGT DMWY WNW KT 1D DX a0 Twvs
5% DRy Dwba NKpann Kb an mnon AMK TPRYKY DYK N Nm
MUY5 WK D55 Rmws wnnay b KM M Jwon ey mwyn
WYY P PN PAwn v XY ox bex pw oaw owh e ey
URAm TG DI WK 9 ,1PKYKY DK 1A joon Kt mpn ban mm aan
AYMA TAV3 1D TARRD YY) n'vam Kvann TRYNYY wmw W man R
LR=T9 NYWM qov TR nmen

N L

X¥"M nwnd
¥12610¢% D

1977 55 Yy Wb Jar ,Dun vp M IR TP KD 1a0 wtea NN
"1ayh NKIT PIRT DR Y L0 80 Hwn) fven Mo KD pEr a m

261,29, "ama) ‘m




Vo nmnn 9y nwn v

mav) / o810 263

" "The answer is that the verse refers'to ‘a person who heeds the Torah,
\. and the mitzvos, but thinks that domg so is very hard, and that he does.

[ so desplte all the dlffnculty it causes, and so des

rves great reward for

w1th§témd1ng sucha hard test. This is the root. of evil, for it is possible that

with the passage of tlme he w1ll beco e | wncked when the 1 mltzuos
become too burdensome to him. Even if he remains rxghteous, us, his -

= children will leave the Torah, for not everyone can be so disciplined as to

overpower the natural inclination to_avoid such a heavy burden. It is
extremely important for people to realize that the observance of the
Jorah is the greatest joy. It is the easiest thing to do for there is no free

pan but one who heeds the Torah. If it appears to a

a_person that _

~ Qbserving the Shabbos causes him a loss of potential groflt,_ he should

realize that wh_éf he gai 1
what he loses. Just as

by ob rving the Shabbos is much.greater.than
ople do not anguish over the.cost.of-their-new

houses, and on the contrary are proud of what they have. g_eated_for‘ﬁ

_themselves, as is the case with all the physxcal things people purchase for §-
themselves, so too, people should be joyful when the observance of th the/

sn

Shabbos costs them a great sum of money. fa person feels this way,
there is no doubt that his chlldren and grandchildren will fulfill the

4‘—- mitzvos of the Torah w1th the same joy and ease,

that domg SO trles the strength of thelr resolve

“—

e s
aPRY Awn X3 ArT o7 1R

gTyw” 9ARY 122%3 T1ann R A0
w1 nrnb Tazw wrm 7,
bal o SWIp3 77N MWW 70 Yy ‘m;

YT YOI RIW 7MY WRI A0 W~
AARWA ARG O07pR T BIRM

JIRD PiNn 137 MW WA AanRAl

x5 /M3 X NWp 197 MW WK DXY

.J1°012 TMYY 975 DN P

_and will never think

&

ATINR 1B 91 To5i W2 W 2w

937 X1 M¥HN DYPw YR I ROR

,TP0DRW AR NI N T mwn

Jneaw mn Y Iyusn WK DIRAY 13
nmv X977 FATIR ROR 91T 0 17 1Py
FATIY MmAY nat mMEn Ipw A
1h we papw Umwa 727 903 131,00
a3 mnwy 17 wr 1D D T annw
oYY 2T 02 12 Y MznT orpw
TN DR 1877p? 1IO1 113 ARW 113
IV RINW 1AW X7 MYPM npwa
My pea? TRy ol

> e ———— _— S ——
Rabbi Pinches Friedman
”3 Parshas Nitzavim - Rosh Hashana 5780
Translahon by Dr. Baruch Fox

We will commence with a fascinating chiddush from the
“Yehudi HaKadosh”—the Holy Jew—the esteemed Rabbi
Yaakov Yitzchak of Peshischa, zy”a. He explains the rationale
for the mitzvah of blowing shofar on RoshHdShanah. He asserts
that the worda"sw is an acronym for the concluding words of
the passuk above: «myYa WRaA 1110 WIKWY—a root growing
fxemlock and wormwood. This implies that the shofar has

~ the power to rid a Jew of the root of evil and sin that lies within £

him, metaphorically described as "may%"y wr'a e wvw”,

So, now; letus takealook atthe Chasam Sofer’s commentary
(Lech Lecha), based on the Ramban, concerning HKB"H's
promisé to Avraham Avinu about fathering a son. It states
(Bereishis 15, 6): "np13 15 nawnm ‘a3 paxnr—and he trusted
in Hashem, and He reckoned it to him as righteousness.

"( The Ramban asks why did merit accrue to Avraham
for believing (trusting in Hashem)? He is the foremost
VBf the believers. So, why wouldn't he believe in this? In
my humble opinion, this “and he believed (trusted)” is

A a\transmve verb; his actions inculcated emunah in hlS

being that extended to his descendants throughout the

generations—until it reached its limit when his offspring

(
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were mired in the gates of tumah in Mltzraylm and were
enticed by the lusts of Mitzrayim . . . Nevertheless, the
emunah did not die out; they were redeemed in the merit
of the emunabh, as it is written (Shemos 4, 31): “And the
people believed.” Hence, HKB"H said to Moshe Rabeiny;,
a"h, “They are believers the children of believers”—they
were indoctrinated by their forefathers.

This is similar to what is written in the passuk: “A root
growing hemlock and wormwood.” The Ramban explains
that someone who did not contemplate avodah-zarah will
not produce progeny that avow it. Here, too, his emunah
in Hashem at this time, after being promised offspring,
ipculcated the emunah in the hearts of his descendants
throughoutthe generations. Thisis the righteousness that

" is reckoned to him in every generation for all eternity.

This explains very nicely the Ramban’s comment: He
says “a root that produces hemlock” to suggest that from
a sweet root no bitter fruit will emerge. And all those
whose hearts are whole with the Glorious Hashem and

gave no thoughts to idols, will not give blrth to progeny
thatavow it. He was alluding to Avraham Avinu, the foremost
of the believers. When he was notified that he would merit
fathering Yitzchak, the first child in the line of the people ofg

Yisrael, he trusted in Hashem with a simple, unquestioning
emunah. Thus, he inculcated this emunah in every Jew in
.every generation. Nevertheless, every person has the choice
to corrupt this root, chas v'shalom, and to plant a root that
produces the bitter fruit of heresy and disavowal.

2% Wake Up from Your Spiritual Stupor

We are all familiar with what the Rambam (Hilchos
Teshuvah 3, 4) writes concerning the mitzvah of blowing
shofar on Rosh HaShanah. He explains that it is meant to
inspire us and arouse us to perform teshuvah to correct all of

our wrongdoings:
our wrongdoings:

11y 13193,13 WY TR, 357 N7 AV WRIS W NYpnav i Yy aN"
HANAS 1T BUWYRS WWART,BIMATINN 1N BT BONIYE RN
BART13 1aT

Even though the sounding of the shofaron Rosh
HaShanah is a decree from the Torah, it contains an
allusion. Itis as if [the shofar’s call] is saying: “Wake up you
sleepy ones from your sleep and you who slumber, arise.
Inspect your deeds, repent, remember your Creator.”

In truth, it is essential to understand that performing

teshuvah for our known iniquities is not enough. We must

/ search and seek out the root of our iniquities. For, if one fails

\to uproot the source of the evil, it is likely to sprout up anew

(m the future. As the Noam Elimelech (Shoftim) explains

regarding the statement in the Gemara (A.Z. 45b) that if one
_vwxshes to uproot and eradicate avodah-zarah: wawh Ty’

»nx—he must get to its roots.

";J\/ He asserts that foreign thoughts are called avodah-zarah,
because they are inappropriate and foreign to the person.
The root of those thoughts must be identified and corrected.
For, all foreign thoughts stem from childhood transgressions

N4

and sins which a person treats lightly.

Letus now apply this to the Rambam’s rationale for blowing
the shofar: “Wake up you sleepy ones from your sleep
and you who slumber, arise. Inspect your deeds, repent,
remember your Creator” He is encouraging us to seek.out

Al

the root of our transgressions and inappropriate thoughts—
~even those thoughts that are still dormant and have not

- materialized yet. If they are not uprooted via teshuvah while

/

they are still in a state of slumber, they are liable to arise and

result in actual sin, chas v’shalom.

This enlightens us with regards to the profound words of the
Yehudi HaKadosh. He taught us that the shofar rids a person

2 of all evil thoughts. This applies to even the most trivial and

minor thoughts which can be categorized as wx™ navs warw
myY1—a root growing hemlock and bitter fruit—whose
first letters spell v'sw. As we have learned from the Rambam,

\he is teaching us that when the shofar stimulates a person to

pe{form teshuvah, he must also perform teshuvah for the root

o of his transgressions—the trivial, seemingly insignificant,

thoughts that lie deep within his consciousness.

This explains very nicely why Chazal defined the blowing
of the shofar as (R.H. 29b): "naxbm naw1 masm—a type of
wisdom (“chochmah”) but not a creative labor. Let us refer
to their statement in another Gemara (Tamid 32a): nan K"

"oun nk nvn—Who is a truly wise man? He who foresees

; the consequences of his actions. Seeing as the shofar}

(\

eradicates thoughts that have just started to take root, it

qualifies as a “chochmah”—foreseeing future consequences.
For, if the evil root is not eradicated, it will give rise to actual
evil consequences in future generations.
A
The Shofar Is Blown from the Narrow End so that
the Sound Emerges from the Wide End

Based on what we have learned, I would like to propose an
explanation for the author’s ruling in the Shulchan Aruch (0.C.
590, 9): "s» XY mwn Yw ann 18s ypr'—if one blew from the
wide end of the shofar, it is not valid. The Beis Yosef explains
that this halachic ruling comes from the teachings of the Ran
(R.H. 27b), who writes in the name of the Talmud Yerushalmi:
F1Y NINTP I8N0 1 RMYD 291 Nam N8 K9 ann e ypn”. Here he
provides a passuk alluding to this halachah (Tehillim 118, 5):
"y RN aean 1'—from the narrow straits did I call upon

G-d. We find a similar explanation in the Rosh (R.H. 3, 4).

In Sha'ar HaKavanos (R.H. Drush 7), the Arizal teaches us
that we should have this passuk in mind when the shofar is

_being blown:

;e amm abynb asp K 0D mEys omwn aya IR e MmN
WFPINN U 103 11037 P 2ITA R 1880 BIPR T NN 18R 18 1103
—"munl RI1 3077 BIpRY

afterwards, he should consider the shofar itself; it
is narrow above and wide below, consistent with the:
passuk: “From the narrow straits did I call upon G-d”; the:
‘Fnarrow strait is the narrow end the blower places in his
mouth; the wide end is below. This is also the source for
the “minhag” to recite the passuk "agnn m” before the shofar-
bjéwing, as described in Mishnas Chassidim (R.H. 3, 2): =max
R1T1,71 3173 122,100 YW I8 BIPR IO NI ,07 INGP 86T pion
».aman mipn e He explains that the first half of the passuk—
“From the ‘narrow straits did I call upon G-d”--alludes to
the narrow end of the shofar; while the second half of the
passuk—“G-d answered me in the wide expanse”--alludes
(to the wide end. '

Let us explain the practical significance of the shape of
the shofar as it applies to every Jew. The root of iniquity is
) concealed inthe depths of one’s being, in a manner of speaking ;
"' in-anarrow place. It appears so, since it is imperceptible to )
~a person. Nevertheless, it is important to remember that




5
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altEQE{gh it'is still small and narrow, it has to be dea;lg;,v_ith nb" n.‘bw mwa w1 nyasnm
_\;{%nd uprooted. If one fails to do so, it will emerge and reveal 9\3’ L

igself where it is wide and public or in future generations
Therefore, we must be stirred by the sound of the shofar—

that emanates from a narrow place and is perceived in a wide
Pplace—to perform teshuvah.

=t S

We can now better comprehend the words of the Yehudi
HaKadosh, who taught us that. the a"sw purifies eyen our

most trivial thoughts of heresy, which are alluded to by the
words: mayb wya s waw—a root that yields bitter fruit.
New, we have established that the purpos’e of sounding the
,ihofar on Rosh HaShanah is to instate HKB"H as the King
of the entire universe, in keeping with the passuk: “With
trumpets and the sound of the shofar,'call'out before the

7“ King, Hashem.” If, howeverysa thought of denying Hashem's

sovereignty remained in a pé'rson, chas v'shalom, it would
absolutely contradict his desire to instate HKB"H as King of
the entire universe. After all, even one’s most secret, inner
thoughts are apparent to HKB"H. :

ETherefore, HKB”H provided the remedy prior to the
?ilmen«t. He commanded us to blow the shofar on Rosh
HaShanah, because it has the power to cleanse a person of
all evil thoughts, including heresy and denial of Hashem’s
sovereignty. Once a person’s thoughts have been purified, he
isTitto accept HKB"H as his King,

Letus add one more precious point based on the following
Gemara (R.H. 16a): =% wpn,n"apn my SR Y amwa pypIn by
po*oy YR AYYRT,EANEN 18 PRST NTPY BOY MOIRY 12 R Y amws
mmypY pomey onTpy T8s Why do we blow the shofar of a
ram? Because HKB"H said, “Blow before Me the shofar of
a ram, so that I will recall on your behalf the ‘akeidah’ of
Yitzchak, the son of Avraham; and I will consider it as if
you bound yourselves before Me.” Thus, we learn that by
blowing the shofar of a ram, we connect with the kedushah
of Avraham Avinu, who placed Yitzchak atop the mizbeiach
and bound him.

Now, we already learned from the Chasam Sofer, zy"a,
that Avraham Avinu inculcated in Yisrael throughout the
generations the quality of simple, unconditional emunah—
representing a good, healthy root. As we learned from the
Ramban: From a sweet root no bitter fruit will emerge.
And all those whose hearts are whole with the Glorious
Name and gave no thoughts to idols, will not give birth
to progeny that avow it. Therefore, via the shofar, which

/reminds Hashem of Akeidat Yitzchak, we unite with the source ~

and root of emunah implanted in us by Avraham Avinu. Thus,

/we cleanse ourselves of all improper, deleterious thoughts
/ that are a %" YN ATA wavw—whose first letters are an
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